THE CIRCLE STORY   

Gail N. Herman, 2008

Circle stories are usually transformation tales about characters who change from one to another.  They wish for change and then after each transformation find some reason to desire to change again.  Finally they return to their original state.  Folktale examples are “The Stonecutter” from Japan or “ The Fisherman and The Magic Wish Fish” from Europe.
Goal = to teach, or reinforce, or review some information or definitions in a subject.  Examples = parts of speech, punctuation marks, planets, and categories of some animals: mammals, birds, insects, reptiles, etc.

1. Draw a circle with 3 or 4 pie parts to equal the major events in the story.  

2. Draw the characters within the parts of the circle. 

3. The first character is described.  (In the parts of speech story this is the definition of the verb.)  

4. The first character sees a second character (the second part of the pie).  

5. The narrator describes what the second character does or looks like.  (In the parts of speech story, this is the definition of the part of speech.)

6. The first character wants to be like the second character because ….

7. The first character makes a wish.

8. A king, (queen, wizard, or some other powerful pretend person) grants the wish.

9. So that first character became the second character.

____________________________________________________________________

Then the second character is happy being or doing the things that the #2 character does.

But one day #2 meets #3.  #3 is described, defined.  This description sounds better to #2.

So    #2 makes a wish … I wish I could become ….

A king (or other gift giver) grants the wish and #2 character becomes a #3 and is happy (or feels brilliant, whatever!).

___________________________________________________________________

But one day #3 meets #4.  

And the pattern continues.

______________________________________________________________________

The end is when #4 decides to return to be the first character again because ______.

So #4 makes a wish.  It is granted.  And #4 becomes #1 again and lives happily ever after back as her/his old #1 self because ____.   (Explain the quality or ability of  #1 ______.)

______________________________________________________________________

The character returned back to the beginning character.  So the #1 piece of the pie is also #5 in terms of events in the story.  

Circle stories are usually transformation tales about characters that wish for change and then after each transformation find some reason to desire change again.  Finally they return to their original state.  Circle stories can also be journey stories where a character travels from one place to another and returns or “travels” through occupations or regions of a state.  The story always ends back at the beginning.

